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ELIJAH: A Man Of Prayer

The earnest prayer of a righteous person has great power and produces wonderful results. Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! James 5:16-17 (NLT)

One prayer, prayed by one person, can be exceedingly powerful.

ELIJAH’S PRIVATE PRAYER

…“Go get something to eat and drink, for I hear a mighty rainstorm coming!” So Ahab went to eat and drink. But Elijah climbed to the top of Mount Carmel… 1 Kings 18:41-42 (NLT)

Later on, in the third year of the drought, the Lord said to Elijah, “Go and present yourself to King Ahab. Tell him that I will soon send rain!” 1 Kings 18:1 (NLT)
You do not have because you do not ask God. James 4:2 (TNIV)
EFFECTIVE “PRAY-ERS”
1. Humble
…he bowed low to the ground and prayed with his face between his knees. 1 Kings 18:42 (NLT)
…“God opposes the proud but favors the humble.” So humble yourselves under the mighty power of God, and at the right time he will lift you up in honor. 1 Peter 5:5-6 (NLT)
2. Focused
Elijah was as human as we are, and yet when he prayed earnestly that no rain would fall, none fell for three and a half years! Then, when he prayed again, the sky sent down rain and the earth began to yield its crops. James 5:17-18 (NLT)
3. Persistent
Then he said to his servant, “Go and look out toward the sea.”  The servant went and looked, then returned to Elijah and said, “I didn’t see anything.”  Seven times Elijah told him to go and look and seven times he went. 1 Kings 18:43 (NLT)
One day Jesus told his disciples a story to show that they should always pray and never give up. Luke 18:1 (NLT)
4. Expectant
Finally the seventh time, his servant told him, “I saw a little cloud about the size of a man’s hand rising from the sea.”  Then Elijah shouted, “Hurry to Ahab and tell him, ‘Climb into your chariot and go back home. If you don’t hurry, the rain will stop you!’” 1 Kings 18:44 (NLT)
And soon the sky was black with clouds. A heavy wind brought a terrific rainstorm, and Ahab left quickly for Jezreel. Then the Lord gave special strength to Elijah. He tucked his cloak into his belt and ran ahead of Ahab’s chariot all the way to the entrance of Jezreel. 1 Kings 18:45-46 (NLT)
